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Notes
•  Data publishers may 

find the CLUE guidelines 
relevant when investigating 
issues of research rigor. 
Wager et al Cooperation 
& Liaison between 
Universities & Editors 
(CLUE): recommendations 
on best practice. Res 
Integr Peer Rev 6, 6 (2021).  
https://doi.org/10.1186/
s41073-021-00109-3 

•  There may be instances 
where rigor imposes 
a risk (such as by 
exposing participants’ 
identifiable information), 
recommendations for 
addressing such risks  
are available at  
https://doi.org/10.5281/
zenodo.5391293 

•  There may be cases in 
which a dataset is not 
published but a journal 
article has been published. 
Journal editors should 
follow the relevant  
COPE guidelines.

Scientific Rigor Flowchart 
Unpublished Data

The FORCE11 & COPE Research Data Publishing Ethics Working Group Recommendations for the handling of ethical issues around data publication are available at 

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5391293 
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CONCERNS ARE RAISED TO THE DATA 
PUBLISHER REGARDING THE SCIENTIFIC  

RIGOR OF AN UNPUBLISHED DATASET

Confirm receipt and state that  
the issue will be looked into

Can the author address the issues 
through revisions to the manuscript?

Contact the corresponding author. 
Request comments on the concerns, 

supporting documentation as needed, 
and information about other  

affected content

Does the author respond with a satisfactory 
update to the dataset and/or metadata?

Yes No

COMPLETE RELEVANT 
CHECKS & PUBLISH THE 

UPDATED DATASET

IF ISSUES ARE TOO MAJOR, 
THE AUTHOR(S) SHOULD 

WITHDRAW THE DATA 
DEPOSITION FROM THE

REPOSITORY OR THE 
REPOSITORY SHOULD  
REJECT THE DATASET

Journal(s) evaluate the situation 
(consulting an expert reviewer if 

needed) and determine whether a 
revision to the dataset is possible

Yes No

AUTHOR(S) REVISE 
AND RESUBMIT 

MANUSCRIPT FOR 
PUBLICATION PROCESS 

TO CONTINUE

IF ISSUES ARE TOO  
MAJOR OR IMPACT 

THE CONCLUSIONS OF 
THE MANUSCRIPT, THE 

AUTHOR(S) SHOULD 
WITHDRAW THE 

MANUSCRIPT OR JOURNAL 
REJECTS THE SUBMISSION

Journal asks authors 
to address the issue 

through revision

If there is a manuscript associated 
with the dataset, contact any 

implicated journal(s) summarizing  
the issue and actions to date
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