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CONCERNS ARE RAISED TO THE DATA PUBLISHER

Confirm receipt and state that the issue will be looked into

Does the  
author respond?

Evaluate the nature, validity, and severity of the concerns

Contact the corresponding author. Request comments 
on the concerns, supporting documentation as 

needed, and information about other affected content

No

Reject the dataset

Consider raising the 
matter to the attention  

of the authors’ institution 
or the institution who 

owns the data

Yes Evaluate 
comments  

and materials 
received

Optional: Seek  
input from a legal 
advisor, if needed

Following the authors’  
response, are there remaining 

concerns about the data?

NOTIFY PERSON WHO RAISED THE 
CONCERN, AUTHORS, AND AFFECTED 

THIRD PARTIES OF CASE OUTCOME

Continue with consideration of the dataset

No 
concerns

Can the concerns be addressed by  
restricting access or updating the dataset?

No

Dataset access 
restrictions can 

address concerns

Issues can be addressed  
by dataset updates  

(e.g. to anonymize, deidentify, 
or remove data of concern)

Restrict dataset 
access, if accepted  

for publication

Ask authors  
to provide an 

updated dataset

Notify parties hosting related content of the 
concerns and that you are following up

Yes

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.5391293
https://zenodo.org/record/7896759
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://publicationethics.org/
https://force11.org/

	Concerns involving legal and regulatory restrictions 
Pre-publication

