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AUTHORSHIP AND
CONTRIBUTORSHIP

REFER CASE
TO AUTHORS’
INSTITUTION(S) AND
ASK IT/THEM TO
ADJUDICATE

PUBLISH
CORRECTION
IF REQUIRED BY
INSTITUTION(S)

Ask why author should be (or wishes to be)
removed from list — refer to journal guidelines
or authorship declaration, which should state
that all authors meet appropriate criteria. Ask
if excluded author suspects fraud/misconduct

—

CLARIFY REASON FOR
REMOVING AUTHOR

Review reasons for
removal of author(s)

v

Requester/author(s)
gives acceptable reason

¢ Check that all authors
agree in writing to the
change (including
excluded author)

Explain that you
will not change the
authorship until ¢
you have written
agreement from all
authors. Provide
authorship guidelines
but do not enter

into dispute

PUBLISH
CORRECTION

Check that all
authors agree

PUBLISH
CORRECTION
IF NEEDED

Author(s) alleges
fraud/misconduct

'

SEE APPROPRIATE
FLOWCHART

(EG, FOR
FABRICATED DATA)

Author(s) has different
interpretation of data

'

Suggest author(s)
put views in a letter.
Explain you will
give other authors a
chance to respond
and will publish both
letters if suitable
(ie, correct length,
not libellous)

Contact other
i authors explaining
the situation

Invite others to respond

v

Yes, other authors
submit response

v

PUBLISH
BOTH LETTERS

v

No, other authors do
not wish to respond

1

PUBLISH MINORITY
VIEW LETTER

Author(s) writes a
publishable letter

Author(s) does not 1

. agree to write letter
. (or writes something |

unpublishable)

IF AUTHOR INSISTS
ON REMOVAL OF
NAME AND OTHER
AUTHORS AGREE,

THEN CONSIDER
PUBLISHING
CORRECTION
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