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Reaching these readers is good for authors

 Open access increases citations
http://opcit.eprints.org/oacitation-biblio.html
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Looking forward:

1. What is the role of the “paper” in digital

environment?

- reporting data – why not just

publish the data?

- materials and methods? (is this

just metadata?)

Scholarly Communication
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Looking forward:

2. The “paper” is a networked object.

- format it like one

- make the links to inputs and

outputs express

- including links to non-digital

objects (naming challenge)

Scholarly Communication
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Looking forward:

3. Networked objects have relationships

- Possible for publishers to make these

visible upon publication?

- e.g., What line(s) of research is this

result connected to?

- part of a family or portfolio of

papers?

Scholarly Communication
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Looking forward:

4. Digital technology and stability of the

record

- the digitally networked object 

can grow, change, be deleted

- how to preserve timeline?

- how to prevent link rot?

Scholarly Communication



The Role of Copyright



The Role of Copyright

Three dimensions of copyright

 Subject matter (the nouns - what can by 

copyrighted)

 Scope (the verbs - what rights come with a 

copyright)

 Duration (when the rights expire).
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Nouns

Which aspects of linked content does 

copyright apply to?

E.g., Does copyright apply to data elements, 

datasets, figures, tables, charts, etc.?

A: It depends.

Facts v. Expression
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Copyright only attaches to “works of 

authorship” – this is the author’s original 

expression of ideas, facts, etc.

Facts and ideas are free to copy.

Data
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Copyright

Ideas
(public domain)

Expression
(work of authorship)

Facts
(public domain)
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Copyright in datasets

Ideas
(research hypothesis)

Expression
(original selection, 
arrangement or 
visualization)

Facts
(numeric or other 
representations of 
measurements)04/08/2014 Carroll –

Meaning of 
“Open”
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Many datasets, databases, figures, charts, 

tables, etc. likely have a copyrighted layer 

and a public domain (factual) layer.

Raw sensor data or data organized according 

to a general standard likely has no copyright 

constraints.

Data
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Copyright attaches to expression that reflects 

some creative or editorial choice about how to 

express facts or ideas.

E.g., selection and arrangement of data (e.g., 

field names, hierarchies, visualizations)

Data
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Copyright

Verbs – i.e., Scope of Rights

 Copyright law gives Author the power to control:

 Making of copies

 Distributing copies

 Public performances 

 Public displays

 Communication to the public

 Adaptations of copyrighted work



Linking

Scope of Rights

Linking generally is not covered by copyright

- Definitely not in the US, except when one knowingly links 

to infringing content

- In the EU, as long as the link is to already-available 

content, then it is not a new “communication to the public” 

of the copyrighted work



Copyright

Scope of Rights

Author’s rights are subject to limitations and 

exceptions, e.g.

- Fair use (US, S. Korea, Israel, Philippines)

- Fair dealing (UK, Canada, Australia . . .)

- Itemized list, private study, research … (rest of the 

world)

- First sale



Text and Data Mining

 Copyright’s application to text and data mining 

varies by country.

 If mining is for the public domain layer of information –

facts, concordances, associations, etc.

 Then copyright does not restrict mining in the US.

 It is debatable whether copyright restricts mining in 

places with private study or research exceptions and 

limitations.



Text and Data Mining

 However, in most countries a researcher (or her 

library) can forfeit the freedom to mine as part of 

a contract.
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Reaching these readers is good for authors

 Open access increases citations
http://opcit.eprints.org/oacitation-biblio.html
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Copyright Basics – Ownership and 

Licensing

•Copyright is transferable

•To transfer some or all of the exclusive 

rights, author(s) must do so in writing and 

sign it.

•NB – The author(s) who transfer(s) must be 

an author for copyright purposes – i.e. the 

one(s) who did the writing.

Scholarly Communication
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Copyright Basics

•Permissions (non-exclusive licenses)

•Copyright owner can give permission or 

non-exclusive license very informally.  Verbal 

permission or even implied from conduct.

Scholarly Communication



34

Copyright Basics

• Copyright is transferable

• Subscription-based journals require the 

authors to transfer some or all rights in an 

article

• However, the author can transfer only those 

rights that have not been licensed already

Scholarly Communication
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Photo by: Mike Licht at http://www.flickr.com/photos/notionscapital/
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 The Open Access movement seeks to realign the free 

speech values that underlie academic freedom and the 

pursuit of knowledge . . .

With the economics of Internet publication

Open Access
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Five Audiences that Open Access serves

Serendipitous readers

Under-resourced readers

Interdisciplinary readers

International readers

Machine readers

Scholarly Communication
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Creative Commons licenses are permissions 

granted to the public with some conditions

Six CC licenses combine different sets of 

conditions

“CC BY” is shorthand for the Creative 

Commons Attribution license.

The only condition on reuse is that the 

source is properly credited.

Gold Open Access and Creative Commons



Step 1: Choose Conditions

Attribution

ShareAlike

NonCommercial

NoDerivatives



Step 2: Receive a License



CC0 public 
domain dedication

Public Domain 
Mark



most free

least free



3 layers



“human readable” deed



“lawyer readable” license
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Faculty Copyrights

 Discussion?


