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Journals at the scientific periphery 

• Usually academic and scholarly journals, where 
the editorial position is not a full-time position. 

• Published in small scientific communities – the 
so-called scientific periphery, characterized by: 

– smallness of the research community 

– lack of the critical mass of researchers to produce 
sustainable research output 

– lack of financial support 

– language barrier 

Marušić A, Marušić M. Croat Med J 1999;40:508-514. 
Marušić A, Marušić M. Croat Med J 2001;42:113-120. 



World Mapper: http://www.worldmapper.org/display.php?selected=205  
Territory size shows the proportion of all scientific papers published in 2001 
written by authors living there. 

Peripheral position to the mainstream 
science 
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Vicious circle for small journals 
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• Aim: to investigate possible differences in 
policies of biomedical journals between East 
European countries that are members of the 
European Union (Eastern EU) and South-East 
European countries (South-East Europe) that 
are not members of the European Union. 



Journals included: Indexed in PubMed, 
guidelines for authors available on the web 

Eastern Europe (EU) 

• Poland 28 

• Czech Republic 11 

• Hungary  6 

• Romania 5 

• Slovakia 5 

• Slovenia 1 

• Lithuania 1 

• Bulgaria 0 

• Estonia 0   

• Latvia 0 

 

Southeast Europe (nonEU) 

• Croatia 9 

• Bosnia and Herzegovina 2 

• Macedonia 0   

• Serbia 0 

• Montenegro 0 

• Albania 0 

 

 

 

  Total 
EU journals: 57 
Non-EU journals: 11 



Data extracted for policies on: 

• Endorsement of 
international editorial 
standards 

• Peer review process 

• Redundant publications 

• Authorhsip/contributorship 

• Conflict of interest 

• Disclosure of financial 
support 

 

 

 

• Ethical conduct in research 
on humans and animals 

• Approval from ethical 
committees 

• Registration of clinical trial 

• Privacy rights and 
confidentiality statements 

• Image manipulation 

• Conflicts of editors as 
authors in own journals 



Results 

 



Results 

mean No. policies per journals:  
Eastern EU=5.2±3.2, SE Europe=6.6±3.7, P=0.176  



Case study: follow-up of Croatian journals 

Situation in 2008 (163 journals): 
• A single journal had a policy on editors’ self-publishing in the 
journal 
• 14 (8.6%) had reference to an international editorial policy (13 
to ICMJE, 2 to COPE, 1 to WAME, 1 to APA): 

• 9 had ref. to a web-page, 3 to journal articles, and 2 only 
name mentioned 

http://hrcak.srce.hr/ 



Situation in 2013 (n=298): 

• 2 journals had a policy on editors’ self-
publishing in the journal 

• 28 (9.4%) had reference to an international 
editorial policy (14 to ICMJE, 13 to COPE, 1 to 
APA) 

Case study: follow-up of Croatian journals 



Conclusions 

• More transparency is needed about ethical 
issues in academic and scholarly journals from 
small scientific community 

• There should be more guidance for editors 
how to present their journal’s policies to the 
public. 
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