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Life in 1997-8 
(in case you can’t remember)

§ Tony Blair becomes 
UK Prime Minister

§ Clinton denies 
Lewinsky affair

§ Hong Kong returned 
to Chinese rule

§ Princess Diana dies
§ 1st Harry Potter book 

published

Didn’t exist yet:
§ Google (1998)
§ iTunes (2001)
§ Facebook (2004)
§ YouTube (2005)
§ Twitter (2006)

This was the 
latest mobile 

phone



COPE founded

§ 1st meeting, April 1997
§ Michael Farthing (Gut) with editors from 

BMJ, The Lancet, Brit Jnl Anaesthesia, J 
Bone & Joint Surgery, Annals of Rheum 
Dis, J Clin Pathology



Source: Internet Live Stats
http://www.internetlivestats.com/internet-users/

World 
population 
internet access

<1% in 1995

Now 40%

The world has changed …



Scope of “non-PubMed” retracted articles
Grieneisen ML, Zhang M (2012) A Comprehensive Survey of Retracted Articles from the Scholarly Literature.
PLOS ONE 7(10): e44118. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0044118

Increase in retractions



Medline retractions
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Justifications for retraction stated in the notices consulted, which accounted for 4,232 retracted articles

Grieneisen ML, Zhang M (2012) A Comprehensive Survey of Retracted Articles from the Scholarly Literature. 
PLOS ONE 7(10): e44118. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0044118



Yearly distribution of retracted articles based on author affiliation countries

Grieneisen ML, Zhang M (2012) A Comprehensive Survey of Retracted Articles from the Scholarly Literature. 
PLOS ONE 7(10): e44118. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0044118



What are editors worried about?
COPE case topics over time

Irene Hames et al, Peer Review Congress, 2013



New types of misconduct

1. Image manipulation
2. Fake peer review
3. Predatory journals



Image manipulation

Photoshop 
launched (for 
Mac) 1990



Fake peer review
1st COPE case in 2012



Growth of predatory publishers
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Rapid growth of probable 
predatory publishers 
charted by Beall’s list
(923 companies in 2016)

https://scholarlyoa.com/2016/01/
05/bealls-list-of-predatory-
publishers-2016/



More media coverage



and blogs / social networks

15

PubPeer 
launched 

2012

Retraction 
Watch 

launched 
2010



New detection tools

§ JCB image guidelines (2004)
§ ORI “forensic droplets”
§ CrossCheck (now CrossRef Similarity 

Check) launched 2008



Publication guidelines

1975 1985 1995 2005 2015

ICMJE

CSE White Paper

WAME Policy Statements

GPP

JCB images

COPE code of conduct

ALLEA Euro Code RI



World Conferences on 
Research Integrity

§ 2007 – Lisbon
§ 2010 – Singapore
§ 2013 – Montreal
§ 2015 – Rio de Janeiro
§ 2017 – Amsterdam 



We are not alone …

2008

2012
2013

2014

2008

2007

Many editors 
organizations



Search: publication ethics





COPE has 
made a big 
impact since 
1997



“COPE may not prove useful in the long term, and we 
will be delighted if it is made unnecessary because 
the international profession produces an adequate 
response to research misconduct” 
Richard Smith (COPE co-founder)

COPE’s not unnecessary yet …
Many happy returns!


