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COPE today
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An enormous amount of great work
• 11,000+ members in 103 countries 

(Algeria to Zimbabwe)
• International and diverse
• All research and scholarly work

COPE today: Let’s pause and reflect



Membership
Chair: Michael Wise

Applies standards
All are served
International

Cross-disciplinary



Education
Chair: Elizabeth Moylan

Flowcharts (18x10)
Guidelines

Discussion documents
Cases

Statements



Outreach and 
Events

Chair: Mirjam Curno

Education, support
Seminars
Forums

Workshops



Complaints
Chair: Tara Hoke

New approach
Facilitate resolution 
Does not adjudicate



Research
Chair: Adrian Ziderman

Members 
The wider community

Understand needs
Plan accordingly



Nominations
Chair: Zoë Mullan

Council
Diverse
Global

Experienced
Growing



Often behind the scenes

Finance
Chair: Deborah Poff

Strategy
Chair: Ginny Barbour

COPE’s future

COPE team
Lead by Natalie Ridgeway

Linda Gough
Sarah Gillmore
Iratxe Puebla

Dominic Mitchell
Cynthia Clerk

Cathy Whiteley
(Thank you all!)

Governance
Secretary: Charon 

Pierson
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COPE tomorrow



Today’s problems tell us about COPE tomorrow

Irene Hames, at 7th International 
Congress on Peer Review, 8–10 
September 2013, Chicago, USA 

http://bit.ly/2qAD5Be



• Research is now a regular job for many
– yet basic training often neglects ethics

• Research is global, yet managed locally

• Easier to manipulate text, figures, review
– with few accepted standards

• Publishing, and research, is changing fast

Contributing issues: It’s complex

The wicked problem threatening 
academic research 
http://bit.ly/2q9FH7Y
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Underlying problems: incentives



We need a culture of 
responsibility for the integrity of 
the literature… it’s not just the 

job of editors
Ginny Barbour, COPE Chair, 2015 ’’‘‘

Today’s problems tell us about COPE tomorrow
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COPE tomorrow
Diversity + collaboration

• Institutional members (a pilot now)
• Diverse geographies, disciplines

A road we need to
travel together


