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RISE OF THE RETRACTIONS

In the past decade, the number of retraction netices has shot up 10-fold (top). even as the literature
has expanded by only 44%, It is likely that anly about half of all retractions are for researcher
meconduct (middle). Higher-impact journals have logged more retraction notices aver the past decade,
but much of the increasa dunng 2006-10 came from lower-impact journals (bottom).
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http://dx.doi.org/10.1038/478026a

Nature 478, 26-28 (2011) Science publishing: The trouble with retractions
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Methods and Findings

Drawing on interview (n = 30) and survey data (n = 82), this study examines the reactions of scientists
whose Nationél. Institutes of Health (NIH)-funded grants were implicated in a highly publicized political
controversy. Critics charged that these grants were "a waste of taxpayer money.” The NIH defended
each grant and no funding was rescinded. Nevertheless, this study finds that many of the scientists
whose grants were criticized now engage in self-censorship. About half of the sample said that they now
remove potentially controversial words from their grant and a quarter reported eliminating entire topics
from their research agendas. Four researchers reportedly chose to move into more secure positions
entirely, either outside academia or in jobs that guaranteed salaries. About 10% of the group reported
that this controversy strengthened their commitment to complete their research and disseminate it
widely.

Conclusions

These findings provide evidence that political controversies can shape what scientists choose to study.
Debates about the politics of science usually focus on the direct suppression, distortion, and
manipulation of scientific results. This study suggests that scholars must also examine how scientists
may self-censor in response to political events.
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Prognostic Factors for Renal Dysfunction After Nephrectomy in Renal Cell Carcinomas; Xu Y, Wu B; Joumnal of Surgical Research (Nov
- ¥ 2010)
T Tags: Renal Cancer

=29 | Read/Add Comments | Email This | Print This | PubMed | Get Full Text

OBJECTIVE: To explore the prognostic factors for renal dysfunction after nephrectomy in patients with renal cell carcinomas. METHODS: Two hundred twenty-
five patients from 2003 to 2010 were analyzed, who have undergone partial nephrectomy or radical nephrectomy for renal tumor, of size <4 cm, with normal
contralateral kidney. The glomerular filtration rate was computed with the four-variable modification of diet in renal dysfunction (MDRD) criterion. Renal
dysfunction was defined as GFR of<60 mL/min per 1.73 m(2). We applied Cox proportional hazards model to analyze demographic and clinicopathologic
parameters to determine the variables independently associated with the development of renal dysfunction. RESULTS: One hundred twenty-nine out of 225
patients were included in the partial nephrectomy group, while 96 patients were in the radical nephrectomy groups; 97 out of 225 patients developed renal
dysfunction: 86 out of 97 in the radical nephrectomy group and 11 out of 97 in the partial nephrectomy group. The 2-y probability of absence of renal dysfunction
with partial nephrectomy or radical nephrectomy was 95.7% and 58.3%, respectively (P<0.001). Among 20 patients with diabetes, 12 (60.0%) developed renal
dysfunction: 10 patients underwent an RN and two underwent a PN. The 2-y probability of absence of renal dysfunction with and without diabetes was 46.5%
and 76.4%, respectively (P = 0.006). Multivariate analysis showed that age (P = 0.001), type of operation (P<0.001), preoperative GFR (P = 0.001), and
diabetes (P = 0.042) were associated with the development of renal dysfunction. CONCLUSIONS: The results of this study show that nephron-sparing surgery
(NSS) for renal cell carcinomas should be attempted to prevent renal dysfunction in all eligible patients.
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J Surg Res. 2011 Mar;166(1).e53-7. Epub 2010 Nov 23.

Prognostic factors for renal dysfunction after nephrectomy in renal cell carcinomas.
XuY WuB.

Department of Urology, The Affiliated Jiangyin Hospital of Southeast University Medical College, Jiangyin, PR China.
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Abstract
OBJECTIVE: To explore the prognostic factors for renal dysfunction afier nephrectomy in patients with renal cell carcinomas.

METHODS: Two hundred twenty-five patients from 2003 to 2010 were analyzed, who have undergone partial nephrectomy or radical nephrectomy for renal tumor, of size s4 cm, with normal contralateral
kidney. The glomerular filtration rate was computed with the four-variable modification of diet in renal dysfunction (MDRD) criterion. Renal dysfunction was defined as GFR of < 60 mL/min per 1.73 m(2). We
applied Cox proportional hazards model to analyze demographic and clinicopathologic parameters 1o determine the variables independently associated with the development of renal dysfunction.

RESULTS: One hundred twenty-nine out of 225 patients were included in the partial nephrectomy group, while 96 patients were in the radical nephrectomy groups; 97 out of 225 patients developed renal
dysfunction: 86 out of 97 in the radical nephrectomy group and 11 out of 97 in the partial nephrectomy group. The 2-y probability of absence of renal dysfunction with partial nephrectomy or radical
nephrectomy was 95.7% and 58.3%, respectively (P < 0.001). Among 20 patients with diabeles, 12 (60.0%) developed renal dysfunction: 10 patients underwent an RN and two underwent a PN. The 2-y
probability of absence of renal dysfunction with and without diabetes was 46.5% and 76.4%, respectively (P = 0.006). Multivariate analysis showed thatage (P = 0.001), type of operation (P < 0.001),
preoperative GFR (P = 0.001), and diabetes (P = 0.042) were associated with the development of renal dysfunction.

CONCLUSIONS: The results of this study show that nephron-sparing surgery (NSS) for renal cell carcinomas should be attempled to prevent renal dysfunction in all eligible patients.
Copyright© 2011 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
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kidney. The glomerular filtration rate was computed with the four-variable modification of diet in renal dysfunction (MDRD) criterion. Renal dysfunction was defined as GFR of < 60 mL/min per 1.73 m(2). We
applied Cox proportional hazards model to analyze demographic and clinicopathologic parameters 1o determine the variables independently associated with the development of renal dysfunction.

RESULTS: One hundred twenty-nine out of 225 patients were included in the partial nephrectomy group, while 96 patients were in the radical nephrectomy groups; 97 out of 225 patients developed renal
dysfunction: 86 out of 97 in the radical nephrectomy group and 11 out of 97 in the partial nephrectomy group. The 2-y probability of absence of renal dysfunction with partial nephrectomy or radical
nephrectomy was 95.7% and 58.3%, respectively (P < 0.001). Among 20 patients with diabeles, 12 (60.0%) developed renal dysfunction: 10 patients underwent an RN and two underwent a PN. The 2-y
probability of absence of renal dysfunction with and without diabetes was 46.5% and 76.4%, respectively (P = 0.006). Multivariate analysis showed thatage (P = 0.001), type of operation (P < 0.001),
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Abstract

ObjectiveTo explore the prognostic factors for renal dysfunction after nephrectomy in patients with renal cell
carcinomas.MethodsTwo hundred twenty-five patients from 2003 to 2010 were analyzed, who have undergone
partial nephrectomy or radical nephrectomy for renal tumor, of size €4 cm, with normal contralateral kidney. The
glomerular filtration rate was computed with the four-variable modification of diet in renal dysfunction (MDRD)
criterion. Renal dysfunction was defined as GFR of < 60 mL/min per 1.73 m2. We applied Cox proportional hazards
model to analyze demographic and clinicopathologic parameters to determine the variables independently
associated with the development of renal dysfunction.ResultsOne hundred twenty-nine out of 225 patients were
included in the partial nephrectomy group, while 96 patients were in the radical nephrectomy groups; 97 out of 225
patients developed renal dysfunction: 86 out of 97 in the radical nephrectomy group and 11 out of 97 in the partial
nephrectomy group. The 2-y probability of absence of renal dysfunction with partial nephrectomy or radical
nephrectomy was 95.7% and 58.3%, respectively (P < 0.001). Among 20 patients with diabetes, 12 (60.0%)
developed renal dysfunction: 10 patients underwent an RN and two underwent a PN. The 2-y probability of absence
of renal dysfunction with and without diabetes was 46.5% and 76.4%, respectively (P = 0.006). Multivariate analysis
showed that age (P = 0.001), type of operation (P < 0.001), preoperative GFR (P = 0.001), and diabetes (P = 0.042)
were associated with the development of renal dysfunction.ConclusionsThe results of this study show that nephron-
sparing surgery (NSS) for renal cell carcinomas should be attempted to prevent renal dysfunction in all eligible
patients.
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ABSTRACT

Background

Can political controversy have a “chilling effect” on the production of new science? Thisis a
timely concern, given how often American politicians are accused of undermining science for

political purposes. Yet little is known about how scientists react to these kinds of controversies.

Methods and Findings

Drawing on interview (n — 30) and survey data (n — 82), this study examines the reactions of
scientists whose National Institutes of Health (NIH)-funded grants were implicated in a highly
publicized political controversy. Critics charged that these grants were “a waste of taxpayer

money.” The NIH defended each grant and no funding was rescinded. Nevertheless, this study
finds that many of the scientists whose grants were criticized now engage in self-censorship.
About half of the sample said that they now remove potentially controversial words from their
grant and a quarter reported eliminating entire topics from their research agendas. Four
researchers reportedly chose to move into more secure positions entirely, either outside
academia or in jobs that guaranteed salaries. About 10% of the group reported that this
controversy strengthened their commitment to complete their research and disseminate it

widely.

Conclusions

These findings provide evidence that political controversies can shape what scentists choose
to study. Debates about the politics of science usually focus on the direct suppression,
distortion, and manipulation of scientific results. This study suggests that scholars must also
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Optimization of the indications for allogeneic stem cell transplantation
in Acute Myeloid Leukemia based on interactive diagnostic strategies
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Summary

The indications for allogencic stem cell transplantation (SCT) in Acute Mycloid Leukemaa (AML) represent a real
challenge due 10 the chinscal and genetx heterogencity of the dasorder. Therelore, an optimized mdication foe SCT
in AML first requares the determmation of the individual relapse risk based on diverse chromosomal and molecular
progmasis-defining abermtions, A broad panel of diagnostic methods is needed 10 allow sach subclassefication and pro-
gnostic stratification: cytomarphology, eytogenctics, molecular genenics, and immunophenotypang by multiparamcter
flow cytometry. These nwethods should not be seen as isolated technaques but as parts of an mtegral network with hie
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translocations such as the o 1517V PML-RARA or (821 AMLI-ETO are not indicatsons for SCT an first renussion
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