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Publication Ethics - ensuring the integrity 

of the scientific literature

• Part of research ethics more widely

• Few“pure” publication ethics issues and even these 
are changing

• Reviewer misconduct

• Plagiarism

• Authorship issues

• Duplicate submissions

• Often where research misconduct/errors first come 

to light
• Need education of all in the publishing process, from 

the very beginining



Where COPE comes in 

• Education of editors

• Advice to member editors

• Facilitate and lead debate on publishing ethics



Everyone has an opinion on 

hot topics

• Authorship 

• Peer review

• Scrutiny of the literature

• Data handling

• Commercial/institutional influences



Taking an evidenced-based 

approach to new guidelines

Sources of ideas

• Cases

• Forum discussions

• Cries from the heart…!



.

● Cases database

● Updated classification scheme needed

● New scheme - 18 main Classifications, up to 2 per case 

- 99 Keywords, up to 10 per case

- descriptive, not judgemental

● The coding exercise

Classifications and Keywords indicate the topics discussed, not that a 

particular form of misconduct had occurred



Cases, Classifications & Keywords, 1997-2012

Number Mean



Classification of COPE cases, 1997-2012



Classification of COPE cases, 1997-2012, 

categories with >7 instances in a 4-year period



Issues that have been & remain major topics

Authorship

• disputed  45%

• changes  34%

• gift           10%

• ghost         9%

Plagiarism (~70% occurred 2005-12)

• in published article  52%

• in submitted article  38%

• text recycling           10% (most 2009-12)



Increasing cases

Conflict of interest                

• author 46%, reviewer 32%, editor 22%

Correction of the literature

• retractions 47%, corrections 27%, expressions of concern 11%, 

disputes 9%, corrigenda & errata 6%

Data

• top: over 16yr - fabrication 17%, selective/misleading report/interp

13%; 2009-12 – unauthorized use & image manipulation

Misconduct/questionable behaviour

• author 60%, reviewer 27%, editor 11%, instit 1%, soc/jrnl owner 1%

Peer review

• editorial decisions 50%, process 50%



How cases drive guidelines and other resource 

development

● eLearning modules re-launched 2013/4: Introduction to publication 

ethics, Plagiarism, Data falsification, Data fabrication, Conflict of 

interest, Authorship, Redundant publication

● eLearning modules in development: Editor misconduct, Reviewer 

misconduct,, Selective reporting, Unethical research

● Discussion documents in preparation: Corrections (expanding on 

Retraction Guidelines), Authorship, and Text recycling

● New and enhanced Flowcharts planned

● New Guidelines … on peer review …



Old & new reviewer problems

• Conflicts of interest

• Delayed reviews

• Reviewing your own or a friend’s 

paper

• Falsifying email addresses and 

identities



‘Fake reviewer’ cases 



.

‘COPE’s new Ethical Guidelines for Peer Reviewers: background, issues, and evolution’, 

ISMTE, EON May 2013, Vol6, issue4, http://www.ismte.org/Shared_Articles-

COPEs_new_Ethical_Guidelines_for_Peer_Reviewers_background_issues_and_evolution/
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(Anonymous) whistleblowers

• Passions run high and 

correspondence rapidly degenerates

• Students are uniquely 

placed/vulnerable 



Whistleblowers



Sharing of info

As cases get more complex – so, 

necessarily, does the response



Yoshitaka Fujii

• Anaesthetist

• Ethical approval of studies questioned

• More than 20 studies now retracted (for lack 

of IRB approval); and another 20 or so where 

the data are questionable

• There may be 200 or so papers that end up 

being retracted

• Required complex, multi journal cooperation 

and response



Sharing of info



A response to a new problem
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International Journal and 
Research Academy  

 

 

Invitation for Paper Submission 

 
Publish your Paper through International Journal & Research Academy (IJARA)  

IJARA�stands for International Journal & Research Academy. We are searching for scholars 

from all over the world and from all fields of studies in order to bring them into a common 

platform.�IJARA�is an international organization for promoting research and for providing a 

common platform for research scholars from all disciplines.IJARA�is formed by group of 

researchers, academicians and scholars based in many different countries (such as USA, UK, 

Canada, Australia, Sweden, Italy, France, Poland, China, Nigeria, South Africa, Pakistan, India, 

Bangladesh, Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, Hong Kong) working with various esteemed 

educational institutions, government and research organizations across the world.  

We strive to promote �E-Publishing� by publishing our journals in Electronic 

form,�IJARA�invites scholars, researchers, professionals and academicians to publish their 

research papers in our journals.�IJARA�is keen to publish papers from researchers all over the 

world. 

 

Paper Submission Deadline:�May 20, 2013 

Review Results (Acceptance/Rejection) Notification: Within 10 working days (maximum) of 

paper submission. 

Publication Date:�June 01, 2013 

Send manuscripts to the assigned email address for each journal. 

 
Submit articles for 2nd Issue, Volume 01 of following Journals 

The author(s) can submit their manuscripts for the following journal categories: 

 International Journal of Business & Management Research [ISSN 2306-9165] 

 Research Journal of Finance and Accounting [ISSN 1888-7373] 

 International Journal for Research and Development in Engineering [ISSN 2113 -5468] 

 Research Journal on Distance Learning [ISSN 2113-7968] 

 

 

 

Special Issue  

 

"Advances in Clinical Trials" 
 

  
    

       Dear Dr. Editors, 

 

Please pay attention to our upcoming Special 

Issue on "Advances in Clinical Trials"  

( www.scirp.org/journal/ijcm), which will be 

published in the "International Journal of 

Clinical Medicine" (IJCM, ISSN: 2158-2882), a 

peer-reviewed open access journal. We cordially 

invite you to submit your manuscript to this 

special issue through our Online Submission 

System.  

  

 

 About Our Journal  
 

 

 

■ Full peer review: All manuscripts submitted to 

our journals undergo peer review. 

■ Fast publication: Fast peer review process of 

papers within approximately one month of 

submission. 

■ Low price: Publication Fee Assistance to 

Authors from Low Income Countries. 

 

To authors who cannot afford a full payment of 

the fee, we may offer partial or total fee waivers 

on the sole condition that the papers they submit 

be of high quality. Article Processing Charges 

for Low and Lower Middle Income Countries 

are calculated according to the SCIRP Global 

Participation Initiative. 

  

Journal Introduction  
  

■  IJCM has 315 papers in 19 

issues so far 

■  The downloads of articles in 

IJCM exceed 171,000 

■  The visits of the journal 

exceed 340,000 

■  The journal has been indexed 

by 64 databases 
 

 

 
 
   

 

 

Other Special Issues 
on IJCM 

 

 

 

■  Pediatric Surgery 

Submission Deadline: 

   May 15th, 2013  

■  Shoulder Surgery 

Submission Deadline: 

   May 22th, 2013  

>>More  

 

 

 
 

 
Connect with Us 

 

 

 

■  E-mail: ijcm@scirp.org  
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How can I judge trustworthiness?



http://publicationethics.org/files/u7140/Principles_of_Transparency_and_Best_Practice_in_Scholarly_Publishing.p

df



Others coming soon…

• Text recycling

• Correction of the literature



What guidelines do you want 
to see?

? ? ?


