
Developed for COPE by Liz Wager of Sideview (www.lizwager.com)
Redrawn for COPE by Blackwell Publishing
© 2008 Committee on Publication Ethics

A non-exclusive licence to reproduce these
flowcharts may be applied for by writing to:
cope_administrator@publicationethics.org

C O P E C O M M I T T E E  O N  P U B L I C AT I O N  E T H I C S                          W W W. P U B L I C AT I O N E T H I C S . O RG

Changes in authorship
(a)   Corresponding author requests addition of extra author before publication

Clarify reason for change in authorship 

Check that all authors consent to addition of 
extra author 

Amend contributor details (role of 
each contributor/author) if included 

Proceed with 
review/publication 

All authors agree Authors do not agree 

Suspend review/publication of paper until 
authorship has been agreed by all 

authors, if necessary, via institution(s) 

Get new author to complete 
journal’s authorship 
declaration (if used) 

Note:  major changes in 
response to reviewer 

comments, e.g. adding new 
data might justify the inclusion 

of a new author 




