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CLARIFY REASON FOR  
ADDING AUTHOR

Check that all authors 
consent in writing to 

addition of extra author

Yes

PUBLISH 
CORRECTION

No

Explain that you will not 
change the authorship until 
you have written agreement 

from all authors. Provide 
authorship guidelines but  
do not enter into dispute

Check that all  
authors agree

Yes

PUBLISH  
CORRECTION  

IF NEEDED

REFER CASE 
TO AUTHORS’ 

INSTITUTION(S) AND 
ASK IT/THEM TO 

ADJUDICATE

No

PUBLISH  
CORRECTION  

IF REQUIRED BY 
INSTITUTION(S)

Ask why author was omitted from original  
list – ideally, refer to journal guidelines or
authorship declaration, which should state 
that all authors meet appropriate criteria and 
that no deserving authors have been omitted
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