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Deutsches Arzteblatt

A Journal of the
0 German Medical Associationgundesarztekamme)) +

0 National Association of Statutory Health Insurance
Physicians KassenarztlicheBundesvereinigung

A 44 issues per year, approx. 60 pages each

A 2/3 medicopolitical news magazine, 1/3 scientific journal
A Circulation: 440.000

A Webpage(aerzteblatt.de) with > 1 million visits/month

A Large job market

A All content accessible free of charge viaerzteblatt.de

A Science section published in German and English (full
texts) asDeutschesArzteblatt International

A DAI indexed inEmbase Medline, WoS current IF: 3,542
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Deutsches Arzteblatt International—the German
Medical Association's official international bilingual
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The representation
of German-,
French-, and
English-language
Journals In the
Index Medicus
and Medline,
1879-2007 (from
[1] and data
obtained by the
author)

Baethge C

Percent
%0— —
T — English |
80— — German [— /
: : French

0
1879 1916 1927 1937 1947 1956 1967 1977 2007

Lippert [1] determined the languages of the journals from their titles.
The number of German-language journals prior to 1977 s, therefore,
somewnhat higher than documented, because some of the journals
with Latin titles (11% of the 2265 journals listed In the Index Medicus
in 1967) were actually written in German. Absolute numbers for
1879: among 810 journals In the Index Medicus, 284 were In English,
201 In German, and 160 In French. Absolute numbers for 2007:
among 5204 journals in Medline, 4609 (88.6%) were In English, 98
(1.9%) In German, and 81 (1.6%) In French.

The Languages of Medicine
DtschArzteblint 2008; 105(3): 340, DOI: 10.3238/arztebl.2008.0037



The strong position of native languages in medical
publishing z the example of German

Surveyamong300 doctors in private practice: 69% consider it
nmportant or veryimportant thatreview articles and
tutorial material are published in German (Ruf et al. 2008)

Among 6800 periodicals subscribedby the German Libraryof
Medicine (Cologne), 1550are in German, 1236of which are
journals in the strict sense (18,1%)there are more than 1100
Germanlanguagemedical journals not listed in Medline

There are 74 Germanlanguagejournals addressing
psychiatrists alone, ten of them generalpsychiatry journals
(Heidenreich & Baethge 2012)

Number of individual subscribersto the British Medical
Journal in Germany: 164 (G. Balasubramaniam, London,
personal communication)



Gulbrandsen et al. 2002: JAMA 287: 2851-3

A Randomizedstudy: comprehensionof an article published by the Journalof
Trauma; Englishand native languageversions

A N=114 scandinaviangeneral practicioners, randomized to Englishand one of four
languagegand to screenor paper)

A 46% reported to read one Englishlanguagearticle per week

A Languagepreference: native languagevs. Englisch: 85% vs. 1%

Table 2. Median Score and Interquartile Range (IQR) (Scale 0-13) After Reading a Review Paper for 10 Minutes

Mother Tongue Maother Tongue
English and Paper English and Screen and Paper and Screen All
| Median | | Median | | Median | ! Median ! Median |

Characteristic No. (IGR) No. (IQR) No. (IGR) No. (IGR) Mo. (IQR)
Men 16 4 (2-4.75) 17 425-55) 16 B (3-7) 17 4 (3-4.5) BE 43-6)
Waormnen 12 21-3.75) 2 2101-4) 12 5 (2-6) 11 4 (3-8 45 301.5-5)%
Age, y

=40 2 5.5 (3t 5 525-7.5) B G (3.5-8) 3 751 18 6 (3.75-8)1

40-49 14 2(1-4) 13 3(2-4.5) a 5 (2-6) B 4 (2.25-4.75) 44 3 (2-5)

=50 12 4 (2.25-4.75) B 3(1.25-4) 12 3 (2-6) 17 4 (3-4.5) 49 42-4)
Danish 8 3.5 (1.25-5.5) 8 2.6 (1.25-3.75) A 5.5 (2.5-6) 8 2.6 (2-4) a2 212-4.75)
Morwedgisn 10 2.52-4.5) T 4 (3-6) 10 B (2.75-7.25) 9 4 (3.5-6) 36 4 (3-8
Swedish 10 3 (1-4.25) 11 3(1-5) 11 3 (2-6) 11 4 (3-6) 43 442-5)
Allg 28 3 2-4) 26 3 (2-4.25) 29 5 (2-B) 28 4 (3-5) 111 4 (2-E)

0 = 05 for diference of all men vs wormen.

thue to small numbers, the complete 10R is not shown.
10 = .00 for differernce between physicians youngsr than 40 yvears and 40 vears or clder.
&P = .1 for difference of English vs mother tongue across the row.




Table 2 Cites in 2010/11 to original articles published in five German language general psychiatry journals in 2009

Fortschr Neurol Nervenarzt Nervenheilkunde Psychiatr Z Psychiatr, Psychol Total
Psychiatr Prax Psychother

Original articles published in 2009 1 16 13 28 4 72
Cited (in 2010+11) original articles 64% (7) 50% (8) 31% (4) 100% (28) 100% (4) 71% (51)
in %, (n)
Cites, (cites per original article) 14 (1,27) 18 (1,13) 6 (0,46) 113 (4,04) 16 (4) 167 (232)
...thereof:
in 2010 43% (6) 33% (6) 83% (5) 65% (74) 63% (10) 60% (101)
in 2011 57% (8) 67% (12) 17% (1) 35% (39) 37% (6) 40% (66)
in the same journal 27% (3) 6% (1) 23% (3) 58% (66) 19% (3) 46% (76)
in same language journals' 55% (6) 17% (3) 100% (6) 86% (97) 100% (16) 77% (128)
in English 73% (8) 83% (15) 0% (0) 14% (16)% 0% (0) 23% (39)
by the same authors 71% (10) 28% (5) 33% (2) 16% (18) 81% (13) 2% (48)
by authors of the same language 93% (13) 39% (7) 100% (6) 95% (107) 100% (16)® 89% (149)
by other authors + journals 27% (3) 68% (12) 33% (2) 30% (34)* 19% (3) 32% (54)
by other authors + in English 27% (3) 56% (10) 0% (0) 11% (12) 0% (0) 15% (25)

"includes same journal; 2English includes two cites in non-English articles (1 in French, 1 in Italian); 2 15/16 cites are linked to the prolific editor of Z Psychiatr,
Psychol Psychother as author of citing articles “ If articles were taken into account that seem to have been published, at least in part, out of bibliometric interest

or ambition [9,10] this number would shrink by 13 to 21 (reducing the rate of cites by other authors and journals to 199%).
Fortschr Neurol Psychiatr, Fortschritte der Neurologie und Psychiatrie; Nervenarzt, Der Nervenarzt; Nervenheilkunde, Nervenheilkunde; Psychiatr Prax,

Psychiatrische Praxis, Z Psychiatr, Psychol Psychother, Zeitschrift fiir Psychiatrie, Psychologie und Psychotherapie.

Baethge C. The production and recognition of psychiatric original articles
published in languages other than English. BMC Psychiatry 2013; 13:102




Publishing in German when the lingua franca is English

A Advantage:There is one commonlanguagée

A Hundreds of medicaljournals in German
0 Narrative reviews, editorials, researchsummaries
0 NoRCTsand systematicreviews

A Problemsfor Germanreadersand authors
0 Englishmore difficult to understand andto write
0 Noexposureto RCTsor to systematicreviews

A Solutionsfor journals
0 Switchto Englishaslanguageof publication
o Bilingual publishing
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Examples of other ethical problems

A Authorship issues
O undetected

unattributed medicalwriters , honorary authorships,
unacknowledgedresearchers?

O detected

author addition late in the process(denied), disputes
amongauthors (sometimesleadingto rejection or
withdrawal )

A Plagiarism
O undetected ?
O detected
mostly self-plagiarism
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A New ICMJEeoi form in 2010 established
A Adaptation and translation, start at DA in February 2011

A No changes at Deutschi®ledizinischeWochenschrift and
Der Nervenarzt
A Non-randomized, controlled pre-post design:
0 Positive coi statements 2012 vs. 2010 by journal

0 Positive coi statements in 2012 and 2010 among all
journals
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guestionson the number of conflicts of interests declared. Acontrolled study.
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Infobox: Definition Interessenkonflikt

Ein Interessenkonflikt besteht immer dann, wenn ein Autor finanzielle oder
personliche Beziehungen zu Dritten hat, deren Interessen vom Beitragsinhalt
positiv oder negativ betroffen sein konnten:

== Finanzielle Verbindungen zu Unternehmen, deren Produkte im Artikel
unmittelbar oder mittelbar beruhrt sind. Beispiel: Eine Pharmafirma, die
ein im Beitrag genanntes Medikament oder auch ein Konkurrenzprodukt
herstellt oder vertreibt.

== Beschaftigungsverhaltnisse,

== Beratungstatigkeiten,

== Aktienbesitz,

== Honorare fuir Vortrage,

== Reisekostentibernahmen,

== Studienunterstitzungen oder andere Drittmittel,

== Verbindungen zu Krankenkassen, Politik oder sonstigen Interessengruppen.

== Nicht materielle Interessenkonflikte liegen zum Beispiel vor, wenn enge
Verbindungen zu jemandem bestehen, dessen wirtschaftliche oder
ideelle Belange durch den Artikel beriihrt werden (Partnerschaft, familiare
Beziehungen etc.).
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Figure 1: Percentage of authors of published articles with positive
COI statements in 2010 versus 2012 in three German journals.

DA, Deutsches Arzteblatt; DMW, Deutsche Medizinische Wochenschrift;
Ner, Der Nervenarzt. Whiskers indicate 95% confidence intervals.
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Figure 2: Percentage of articles with positive COI statements in
2010 versus 2012 in three German journals.

DA, Deutsches Arzteblatt;: DMW, Deutsche Medizinische Wochenschrift:
Ner, Der Nervenarzt. Whiskers indicate 95% confidence intervals.
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A Result:

Association between new coi form (closed
guestions) and percentage of positive col
statements on both author and article level

20% vs. 40% and 30% vs. 70% at Deutsches
Arzteblatt

Baethge C. Theffectof a conflict of interest disclosure form using closed
guestionson the number of conflicts of interests declared. Acontrolled study.
PeerJ2013; 128, DOI 10.7717/PeerJ.128
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Outline

A Thejournal Deutsches Arzteblatt
A Publishing in Germarnwhen the lingua francais English
A Examplesof other ethical problems

O Authorship issues

O Plagiarism

O Conflictsof interest (col)

A Different rates of positive coi declarationsin different coi forms
Z astudy at three Germanjournals



Conflicts of Interest and Other Ethical Problems in
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COPE European Seminar 2014
EuropeanPerspectiveson Publication Ethics
Brussels March 14

Christopher Baethge, MD
ChiefScientific Editor
Deutsches Arzteblattand Deutsches Arzteblatt International
Cologne, Germany
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I Proportion of journals B Proportion of
in the national language English-language journals
The percentage of  The site of publication was determined from the entry under "Country"
references In the  in the Medline Journals Database (e.g., "Country: Germany"), while
national language  the language of publication was determined from the enfry under
among all  "Language." The numbers In parentheses Indicate the fotal number
Journals listed In  of journals listed In Medline that were published In each country as
Medline published  of October 2007.
In nine different
countries
Baethge C

The Languages of Medicine
DtschArzteblint 2008; 105(3): 340, DOI: 10.3238/arztebl.2008.0037



