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        Promoting integrity in research and its publication

    
      


              
          
  
    COPE brings together all those involved in scholarly research and its publication to strengthen the network of support, education and debate in publication ethics
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    Action against paper mills

    COPE has published a position statement calling for immediate action against paper mills in support of United2Act, an international collaboration committed to addressing the challenge of this fraudulent behaviour. United2Act has released a Consensus Statement with five key areas of action against the impact of paper mills on the integrity of academic research and publishing. Dan Kulp explains more in his January letter from the COPE Chair.
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    Our core practices

  


  
    
      
        Core practices are the policies and practices journals and publishers need, to reach the highest standards in publication ethics. We include cases with advice, guidance for day-to-day practice, education modules and events on topical issues, to support journals and publishers fulfil their policies.

      

      
        Read more about core practices      
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	Authorship and contributorship
	Complaints and appeals
	Conflicts of interest
	Data and reproducibility
	Ethical oversight
	Intellectual property
	Journal management
	Peer review processes
	Post-publication discussions


  










  

  

    

      
        Your publication ethics case

        

        COPE Members: do you have a publication ethics issue in your journal or research institution and need help with the next steps?  Send in your case for discussion among the participants of the Forum. 
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      Collaboration and equity

      
      
        Neha Sami -Associate Dean, Indian Institute for Human Settlements- talks about the need to build a collaborative research agenda and equitable access to research when carrying out work in the Global South. The discussion focuses on urban studies because of the urgency of the questions addressed in this field.


      Webinar video

    

  





  
  
          
        
          Ethical considerations around watchlists

                    
            What are the benefits and potential risks of watchlists? If watchlists are used what criteria should be applied? 


          Discussion topic

        

      

          
        
          Where next in peer review?

                    
            In Part 2 of this COPE Commentary Alysa Levene addresses perhaps the most lively area of debate on this topic at the moment: the role of artificial intelligence (AI).
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          New cases

                    
            Cases on the topics of authorship, paper mills, image integrity, and ethical oversight are now available. They were discussed, with advice given, by the COPE Forum.
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      Tackling paper mills

      
      
        A society publisher's perspective. Zara Manwaring describes the challenge faced by the journal Bioscience Reports in 2020, when an anonymous reader alerted them to potential issues in over 50 papers. She outlines the investigation, subsequent correction of the literature, and the processes and policies which have been revised.


      Guest editorial

    

  





  
  
          
        
          Handling paper mills

                    
            COPE guidance with practical steps for editors and publishers dealing with paper mills, empowering decision-making at batch level and supporting timely investigations.


          Guidance

        

      

          
        
          Collaborative action

                    
            United2Act, an international collaboration committed to addressing the challenge of paper mills in scholarly publishing, outlines five key areas of action against the impact of paper mills on the integrity of academic research and publishing.


          United2Act against paper mills

        

      

          
        
          Scholarly Kitchen article

                    
            An article highlighting why United2Act is needed in the global effort to fight fraud which corrupts the scholarly record.
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