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My background 

• I am a chemist who uses mass spectrometry 

to study fundamental and applied problems 
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The fact that each unique compound gives a unique 

“fingerprint” has made MS a widely used tool! 
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Mass Spectrometry has made a 

major impact in a wide range of 

science and technology: 

• PHYSICS (isotopes) 

 

• CHEMISTRY (molecular formulas and 

structure) 

 

• BIOLOGY/MEDICINE (structure and 

function) 
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How Important is Mass 

Spectrometry? 

 

 mass spectrometry has evolved from an 

art practiced by a few to a widely used 

analytical science that produces a billion 

individual mass spectra daily 

 
K. L. Busch, Spectroscopy, 2000, 15, 30 



• Society journal for the American Society for 

Mass Spectrometry (ASMS), formed in 

1969 to promote and disseminate 

knowledge of mass spectrometry and allied 

topics.  

• Members come from academic, industrial 

and governmental laboratories with 

interests in chemistry, geology, forensics, 

biological sciences and physics. 
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The Journal of the American Society 

for Mass Spectrometry (JASMS) 

 



JASMS 

• ASMS sponsors the Annual Conference 

on Mass Spectrometry and Allied 

Topics that is attended by more than 

6,500 scientists. 

• Nearly 3,000 papers are presented as 

posters and talks. 

• Society has over 7,500 members who 

all receive a hardcopy of the Journal! 
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http://www.asms.org/Conferences/AnnualConference/GeneralInformation/tabid/127/Default.aspx
http://www.asms.org/Conferences/AnnualConference/GeneralInformation/tabid/127/Default.aspx
http://www.asms.org/Conferences/AnnualConference/GeneralInformation/tabid/127/Default.aspx


JASMS 
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JASMS 

• Abstracted/Indexed by: 

 

 

 

 

 

• 2010 Impact Factor: 3.830 
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JASMS 

• Editors are academics 

• 1 editor in chief 

• 6 Associate editors 

• 24 Editorial Board Members 

• I joined as associate editor in late 2009 

• Reflection After 100 Articles 

Handled: 2 articles were rejected 

based on self plagarism 
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Paper 1 (2010-4735) “Overt” 

• Reviewer 3 Comments to Author: 

2. Could the authors explain why the first half 

paragraph of the 'Sample Preparation' section is 

nearly exactly the same word by word as their 

previous publications (reference 3, 6, and 7)? Is this 

because the sample was obtained from the same 

patients from previous study? If so, the authors 

should indicate this in the 'sample preparation' 

section.  

5. Can the authors explain why Figures 6(a) and 6(b) 

are exactly the same figures as their previous 

publication (Figures 2(a) and 2(b) of reference 

number 2)?  
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Paper 1 (2010-4735) “Overt” 

• Reviewer 3 Comments to Editor: 

The second problem is that as this work is a 

continuation of a major work from the group there are 

a number of overlaps in the manuscript with their 

previous work. For example, a part of the sample 

preparation section is a direct copy of their previous 

manuscript (major point #2) and Figures 6(a) and 

6(b) are exactly the same figures as Figures 2(a) and 

2(b) of reference 2 (XXX et al, Experimental 

Neurology (201X), XXX, XXX) (major point #5).  
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Paper 2 (2011-4785) “Concealed” 

• Reviewer 2 Comments to Author: 

Of great concern to me was that numerous instances of very 

similar, and in some cases identical, sections of text 

appeared in the introductory sections of an article 

published by the same authors that recently appeared on-

line in Anal. Chim. Acta. (2011 In Press), that reported the 

use of the same reagents under similar reaction 

conditions for the derivatization and quantitative analysis 

of alcohols such as cholesterol. 

Furthermore, the rationale, reagents, experimental 

approach, results (with the exception of its application to 

alpha-, beta-unsaturated ketones), and conclusions 

described in this manuscript are all very similar to those 

appearing in the Anal. Chim. Acta. article.  
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Paper 2 (2011-4785) “Concealed” 

• Reviewer 2 Comments to Editor: 

Due to the significance of the plagiarism and lack of 

novelty issues outlined above in my comments to the 

authors, I recommend that the manuscript be rejected 

and not considered further for publication. Any future 

submissions by these authors should be very carefully 

veted by the journal to ensure that 'double-dipping' (i.e., 

publishing essentially the same work in two different 

places at the same time) is avoided.......  
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Our JASMS guidelines  
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ACS has an Journals' Ethical Guidelines  
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http://pubs.acs.org/page/policy/ethics/index.html 

has a section B on the expectations of authors.  

Here are some relevant excerps: 

http://pubs.acs.org/page/policy/ethics/index.html


ACS has an Journals' Ethical Guidelines  
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http://pubs.acs.org/page/policy/ethics/index.html 

has a section B on the expectations of authors.  

Here are some relevant excerps: 

http://pubs.acs.org/page/policy/ethics/index.html
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Definitions 

• “Duplicate publication”, “multiple publication”, 

“redundant publication” and “self plagarism” all 

refer to a publication “which duplicated previous, 

simultaneous, or future publications by the same 

author or group.” 
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Redundant surgical publications: Tip of the iceberg? Moshe 

Schein, Ramesh Paladugu, Surgery, 2001, Volume 129, 

Issue 6, Pages 655-661  
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An Author’s Guide to Publication Ethics: A Review of Emerging Standards 

in Biomedical Journals. Jason Roberts, Headache, 2009, 49, 578-589  
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Duplicate Publications in Medicine. 

 
• There issue of redundant publications and salami 

publishing has been well known in the medical 

literature. The journal Surgery, 2001, Volume 129, 

Issue 6 included an editorial and papers on the topic 

of salami publishing:  

• (a) Duplicate publication/duplicate submission—

unfortunately still a problem, Michael G. Sarr MD and 

Andrew L. Warshaw MD, Pages 653-654 

• (b) Redundant surgical publications: Tip of the iceberg? 

Moshe Schein, Ramesh Paladugu, Pages 655-661 

• (c) Consensus statement on submission and publication 

of manuscripts, Ronald G. Tompkins, Pages 662-663 
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Duplicate Publications in Medicine. 
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Redundant surgical publications: Tip of the iceberg? Moshe Schein, 

Ramesh Paladugu, Surgery, 2001, 129, Issue 6, Pages 655-661  

“almost 1 in 6 original articles 

represent some form of redundancy”  
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How bad is the problem in Science? 
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Jim Giles, Special Report: Taking on the cheats,  

Nature, 2005, 435, 258-259  



The challenge of determining plagarism  
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Jim Giles, Special Report: Taking on the cheats,  

Nature, 2005, 435, 258-259  
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Jim Giles, Special Report: Taking on the cheats,  

Nature, 2005, 435, 258-259  

The challenge of determining plagarism  
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The Challenge of Detecting Duplicate 

and Salami Publications: 

The number of journals that publish papers that use MS is huge! 
31 

 

 

MS journals 
JMS 

RCM 

IJMS 

EJMS 

JASMS 

MSR 

 

 

 

Chemistry 

 journals 
AC 

ACA 

Analyst 

PCCP 

JPCA,B,C,D… 

 

 

 

 

Physics 

 journals 

 

 

Biology 

 journals 

 

 

Medical 

 journals 
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2009 JASMS Literature 

• 12 issues published 

• 268 articles published 

• Were any of these duplicate or salami 

publications? 

• Methodology: Submit published 

manuscripts to Ithenticate and check 

reports. 
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What can we do to minimize 
Duplicate Publication? 
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What can we do to minimize 
Duplicate Publication? 

• More detailed instructions to authors? 

• Editorials? 

• Use Ithenticate for all new submissions? 

• Blacklist authors? 

 

…..discussion?? 
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