


Survey of retractions at Science 

Types of retraction 

Lessons and precautions 

Handling the process 

 



 

 

Good: the original authors initiate and/or agree to 
retract the paper 

Bad: one or more authors refuse to sign retraction, or 
fail to agree among themselves 

Ugly: authors refuse to retract despite institutional 
findings and/or try to inappropriately characterize 
the status of the work 



Retractions at Science 

 

1960s  1 

1970s  0 

1980s  6 

1990s  8 

2000s  50  (incl. 10 Schoen papers in 2002) 

2010-  7 

 

Mean time to retraction 2.8 years, max 8 years 

~15 misconduct 
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